THE GREAT MOQHUL OFFENSIVE                    87

Santaji divided his army into two. One division attacked
Himat Khan and then, as if beaten, retreated into a forest
where the second division was concealed. Himat Khan
followed blindly into the forest paths by which Santaji
had fled. When the entire Moglml army was entangled in
the woods, musketry fire broke out on all sides of them,
from the branches of the trees, from thorn thickets and
from pampas grass. Himat Khan fell shot through the
head. In a little time those of his troops who survived
surrendered at discretion (1696)!.

These two important successes tempted Santaji Ghorpade
to try once moiv to relieve Jinji; but Zulfikar Khan went
out in person to moot him uncl severely defeated him some
miles to the north of Jinji. Santaji realised that with
Zulfikar Khun in sole command of the investing army,
it was impossible to raise the siege. By 1687 it had
become a blockade and little blood was shed save when
Zulfikar Khan\s second in command, Daud Khan, from time
to time got drunk and senselessly assaulted the Maratha
outpostsf. Nevertheless the blockade was a strict one and
no supplies entered the beleagured town. It was thus all
important, before Jinji surrendered from famine, to get
Rajaram to a place of safety. About this time, too, tho
emperor had sent for and warned Asad Khan that, unless
his son Zulfikar Khan shortly took Jinji he would be
disgraced and removed from his command. Zulfikar Khan
was, therefore, anxious to secure a capitulation on almost
any terms. The envoy employed was Khando Ballal
Chitnis^ Ho had been sent by Rajaram to convoy to the
viceroy Ramachandra Bavdekar the news of his contem-
plated escape, but on tho way he bad been taken and
brought before Zulfikar Khan. He managed to secure a
private interview and to communicate to the general the
regent's wish to escape from tho fortress, Zulfikar Khan
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